Mayo Clinic Radiation Oncology: Current Practice and Future Direction CME Course
Guidance for Radiology Case Report Abstracts and Posters
	Purpose. The goal of radiology case reports at the Mayo Hawaii Radiation Oncology CME Course is to educate practicing radiation oncologists. Successful submissions should extend beyond presenting interesting imaging findings by explaining why the imaging matters for radiation oncology practice and highlighting clinically relevant teaching points.


What a Competitive Submission Should Include
	1. A clear teaching point
	State in one or two sentences what the audience should learn and why the case is relevant to radiation oncology practice. "What should a radiation oncologist remember after viewing this poster?"

	2. A focused case summary
	Include the essential clinical context, imaging indication, relevant treatment history, and outcome. Remove details that do not support the teaching objective.

	3. Imaging findings described in the text
	Identify the modality and explicitly describe the key imaging features, distribution, evolution, and differential diagnosis when appropriate. Do not bury the important findings only in a figure caption.

	4. Explicit radiation oncology relevance
	Explain how the imaging changed or could change staging, target delineation, treatment selection, avoidance of geographic miss, interpretation of response, recognition of recurrence, or identification of treatment-related toxicity.  When the case involves a patient who received radiation therapy, include sufficient treatment detail (intent, technique, dose/fractionation, target volumes, and timing relative to the imaging finding). Radiation history reported without these details limits the poster's educational value for a radiation oncology audience  

	5. Evidence and context
	Briefly compare the case with published literature, accepted imaging criteria, or current recommendations. Include appropriate references; unsupported anecdotal conclusions are insufficient.

	6. Practical take-home points
	End with 3-5 concise learning points or clinical pearls that attendees can apply in practice.
After viewing the poster, will the radiation oncology clinician understand the imaging finding, why it matters, and how it could improve patient care?

	7. High-quality figures
	Use clearly labeled, appropriately cropped images with arrows or annotations. Include comparison or longitudinal images when they strengthen the lesson. Figure legends should supplement, not replace, the narrative.



	Suggested Poster Structure
• Background / teaching objective
• Case presentation
• Imaging findings
• Clinical impact on radiation oncology
• Discussion and literature context
• Teaching points / clinical pearls
	Submissions May Be Declined When They Include
• Interesting images with minimal educational discussion
• No clear relevance to radiation oncology practice
• Key imaging features described only in captions
• No literature context, data, or references
• No practical learning points
• Insufficient radiotherapy details 
• Purely descriptive case without clinical implications
• Case rarity alone does not establish educational value



